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Module-1

Present Simple
The Present Simple tense is the most basic tense in English and uses the base
form of the verb (except for the verb be). The only change from the base is the
addition of s for third person singular

How do we make the Present Simple tense?
There are two basic structures for the Present Simple:
1. Positive sentences

subject

+

main verb

Present Simple

2. Negative and question sentences

subject

+

auxiliary do

+

main verb

conjugated in Present Simple

do, does

Look at these examples with the main verb like:

base

subject

+

-

?

auxiliary verb

main verb

I, you, we, they

like

coffee.

He, she, it

likes

coffee.

I, you, we, they

do

not

like

coffee.

He, she, it

does

not

like

coffee.

Do

I, you, we, they

like

coffee?

Does

he, she, it

like

coffee?

Present Simple with main verb be
The structure of the Present Simple with the main verb be is:

subject

+

main verb be

conjugated in Present Simple

am, are, is

Look at these examples with the main verb be:

+

-

?

subject

main verb be

I

am

French.

You, we, they

are

French.

He, she, it

is

French.

I

am

not

old.

You, we, they

are

not

old.

He, she, it

is

not

old.

Am

I

late?

Are

you, we, they

late?

Is

he, she, it

late?

How do we use the Present Simple tense?

We use the Present Simple to talk about:
•

general time (action verbs)

•

situations now (stative verbs)

•

general time and situations now (verb be)

Present Simple for general time
We use the Present Simple tense when:
•

the action is general

•

the action happens all the time, or habitually, in the past, present and
future

•

the action is not only happening now

•

the statement is always true

John drives a taxi.

past

present

future

It is John's job to drive a taxi. He does it every day. Past, present and
future.

Look at these examples:
•

I live in New York.

•
•

The Moon goes round the Earth.
John drives a taxi.

•

He does not drive a bus.

•

We meet every Thursday.
We do not work at night.
Do you play football?

•
•

Present Simple for now
For stative verbs, we can use the Present Simple to talk about now. Stative
verbs do not describe action. They describe state, and are verbs such
as: like, sound, belong to, need, seem. We can use these verbs with the
Present Simple tense to talk about about a situation at the present time, not
general.

I want a coffee.
That sounds interesting.
Do you need some help?

past

present

future

The situation is now.

Present Simple for general time and now
The verb be is always special. It is a stative verb, and we use it in the
Present Simple tense to talk
about now situations and about general situations. Look at these
examples of the verb be in the Present Simple tense - some
are general and some are now:

I am not fat.
Why are you so beautiful?
Ram is tall.

past

present

The situation is general. Past, present and future.

Am I right?
Tara is not at home.
We are hungry.

future

past

present

future

The situation is now.

Question Words
We use question words to ask certain types of questions. We often refer to these

words as WH words because they include the letters WH(for example Why,
HoW).
question
word

function

example sentence

what

asking for information about
something

What is your name?

asking for repetition or
confirmation

What? I can't hear
you.
You did what?

what...for

asking for a reason, asking
why

What did you do that
for?

when

asking about time

When did he leave?

where

asking in or at what place or
position

Where do they live?

which

asking about choice

Which colour do you
want?

who

asking what or which person
or people (subject)

Who opened the
door?

whom

asking what or which person
or people (object)

Whom did you see?

whose

asking about ownership

Whose are these
keys?
Whose turn is it?

why

asking for reason, asking
what...for

Why do you say that?

why don't

making a suggestion

Why don't I help you?

how

asking about manner

How does this work?

asking about condition or
quality

How was your exam?

asking about extent or degree

see examples below

how + adj/adv

how far

distance

How far is Pattaya
from Bangkok?

how long

length (time or space)

How long will it take?

how many

quantity (countable)

How many cars are
there?

how much

quantity (uncountable)

How much money do
you have?

how old

age

How old are you?

how come
(informal)

asking for reason, asking why

How come I can't see
her?

Word order in questions
1. be
With the verb be we ‘invert’ the subject and the verb.
They are in the kitchen.

Are they in the kitchen?

You were late for class.

Were you late for class?

2. Modal verbs
With modal verbs (can, will, might) we also invert the subject and the verb to form the
question.
Erika can ride a motorbike.

Can Erika ride a motorbike?

Tomas will be here tomorrow.

Will Tomas be here tomorrow?

3. Other verbs
A. With other verbs, we put the auxiliary verb do or does before the subject.
They play basketball.

Do they play basketball?

Jamie lives near the school.

Does Jamie live near the school?

B. The question word comes before the auxiliary verb.
Where do you play chess?
How often do you go to the gym?

Module-2

Past simple
With most verbs, the past tense is formed by adding –ed:

called

liked

wanted

worked

But there are a lot of irregular past tense forms in English. Here are the
most common irregular verbs in English, with their past tense forms:

Base form

be
begin
break
bring
buy
build
choose
come
cost
cut
do
draw
drive
eat
feel
find
get
give
go
have
hear
hold
keep
know
leave
lead
let
lie
lose
make
mean
meet
pay
put
run
say
sell
send
set
sit
speak
spend
stand
take
teach
tell
think
understand
wear
win
write

Past tense

was/were
began
broke
brought
bought
built
chose
came
cost
cut
did
drew
drove
ate
felt
found
got
gave
went
had
heard
held
kept
knew
left
led
let
lay
lost
made
meant
met
paid
put
ran
said
sold
sent
set
sat
spoke
spent
stood
took
taught
told
thought
understood
wore
won
wrote

We use the past tense to talk about:
•

something that happened once in the past:
I met my wife in 1983.
We went to Spain for our holidays.
They got home very late last night.

•

something that happened several times in the past:
When I was a boy, I walked a mile to school every day.
We swam a lot while we were on holiday.
They always enjoyed visiting their friends.

•

something that was true for some time in the past:
I lived abroad for ten years.
He enjoyed being a student.
She played a lot of tennis when she was younger.

•

we often use expressions with ago with the past simple:
I met my wife a long time ago.

Past simple questions and negatives
We use did to make questions with the past simple:
Did she play tennis when she was younger?
Did you live abroad?
When did you meet your wife?
Where did you go for your holidays?
But questions with who often don't use did:
Who discovered penicillin?
Who wrote Don Quixote?

We use didn't (did not) to make negatives with the past simple:
They didn't go to Spain this year.
We didn't get home until very late last night.
I didn't see you yesterday.

Time phrases often used in the
past: at, on, in, ago

Module-3
Should, Shouldn’t
Should is a modal verb.
After Should you use the base form of the infinitive (= verb without To e.g. Go instead of To Go)
Should + Verb (base form of infinitive)
e.g. You should go now (do not say: You should to go now.)

SHOULD
1. To give advice, a recommendation or a suggestion
This is to say that it is the right thing to do or the correct thing.
•
•
•
•

Does your tooth still hurt? You should make an appointment with the dentist.
I think you should study for the test so that you don't fail.
Your hair is too long. You should get a haircut.
You really should go to the new restaurant on Main Street.

2. Expresses that a situation is likely in the present
•
•

Mary should be at home by now. Give her a call.
He should have the letter by now. I sent it a couple of weeks ago.

3. Expresses that a situation is likely in the future (prediction)
•
•
•

They should win the game because they are a much better team.
I posted the cheque yesterday so it should arrive this week.
It should be fine tomorrow.

4. Expresses an obligation that is not as strong as Must.
Sometimes Should is used instead of Must to make rules, orders or instructions sound more
polite. This may appear more frequently on formal notices or on information sheets.
•
•
•
•
•

On hearing the fire alarm, hotel guests should leave their room immediately.
Passengers should check in at least 2 hours before departure time.
You should never lie to your doctor.
You should pay more attention in class.
You should be at work before 9.

All of the above example sentences can have must instead of should making the obligation
stronger and less polite.
5. Was expected in the past but didn't happen (should + have + past participle)
This expresses the idea that the subject did not fulfill their obligation in the past or did not act
responsibly.
•
•

You should have given your boss the report yesterday when he asked for it.
I should have studied more but I was too tired.

6. Not fulfilling an obligation (should + be + verb-ing)
This expresses the idea that the subject is not fulfilling their obligation or is not acting sensibly.
•
•

You should be wearing your seatbelt. (The person isn't wearing one right now)
We should be studying for the test. (We are not studying right now and we should)

7. Sometimes should is replaced by ought to without a change in meaning. Note
that ought to sounds more formal and is used less frequently.
•
•
•

You ought to study more. (= you should study more)
He ought to go home. (= He should go home)
They ought to stop doing that. (= They should stop doing that)

Shouldn't
We use shouldn't to advise not to do something, usually because it is bad or wrong to do.
•
•
•
•
•

You shouldn't throw your litter onto the street.
We shouldn't leave without saying goodbye.
He shouldn't play with those wires if he doesn't know what he is doing.
Are you tired? You shouldn't work so much.
You shouldn't talk like that to your grandmother

Can, can’t, have to, don’t have to
Can is a modal verb.
Can is used to express ability or to say that something is possible.
Can is the same for all subjects. We don't add an 'S' in the third person (like other verbs)
The verb that comes after Can is in the infinitive without to:
•
•
•
•

I can speak Spanish. (= it is possible for me to speak Spanish = I have the ability to
speak Spanish)
He can swim well.
We can see our neighbour in the garden.
They can play the guitar.

Negative
To form the negative we add "not" after can to form one word: cannot.
We can also contract the negative to form can't. (can't = cannot)
•
•

I cannot play the piano. We can't go to the cinema tonight.
She cannot speak French very well. He can't drive a car.

Questions
To from the question we change the position of the subject and the auxiliary verb.
The main verb is still in the infinitive without to.
•
•
•
•

Where can I buy an ice-cream?
Can I go to the party, please?
Can you speak Japanese?
What can we do on Saturday?

Remember that you can use short answers:
•
•

Can I sit here please? Yes, you can.
Can you speak Chinese? No, I can't.

Have to / don't have to
Sometimes in life there are obligations or rules. There are things which you do not have a choice
in, like wearing a uniform at school, for example. One structure we use to talk about these rules
is have to. This programme is all about have to and its negative form, don't have to. Don't
have to is used when there is no obligation to do something.
Positive
We use 'have to' to talk about things we must do, things we are obliged to do.
Subject

have to / has to

base form of verb

I
You
We
They

have to

wear a uniform.
get up early on Sundays.
study hard.

He
She

has to

Negative
We use 'don't have to' to talk about things we have a choice about, things we aren't obliged to
do.
Subject

don't / doesn't have to

base form of verb

I
You
We
They

don't have to

He
She

wear a uniform.
get up early on Sundays.
study hard!

doesn't have to
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Present Continuous
The present continuous (also called present progressive) is a verb tense which is used to
show that an ongoing action is happening now, either at the moment of speech or now in a
larger sense. The present continuous can also be used to show that an action is going to
take place in the near future. Read on for detailed descriptions, examples, and present
continuous exercises

Present Continuous Forms
The present continuous is formed using am/is/are + present participle. Questions
are indicated by inverting the subject and am/is/are. Negatives are made with not.
•
•
•

Statement: You are watching TV.
Question: Are you watching TV?
Negative: You are not watching TV

Present Continuous Uses
USE 1 Now

Use the present continuous with normal verbs to express the idea that something is
happening now, at this very moment. It can also be used to show that something is
not happening now.
Examples:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

You are learning English now.
You are not swimming now.
Are you sleeping?
I am sitting.
I am not standing.
Is he sitting or standing?
They are reading their books.
They are not watching television.
What are you doing?
Why aren't you doing your homework?

USE 2 Longer Actions in Progress Now

In English, "now" can mean: this second, today, this month, this year, this century,
and so on. Sometimes, we use the present continuous to say that we are in the
process of doing a longer action which is in progress; however, we might not be
doing it at this exact second.
Examples: (All of these sentences can be said while eating dinner in a restaurant.)
•
•
•
•
•
•

I am studying to become a doctor.
I am not studying to become a dentist.
I am reading the book Tom Sawyer.
I am not reading any books right now.
Are you working on any special projects at work?
Aren't you teaching at the university now?

USE 3 Near Future

Sometimes, speakers use the present continuous to indicate that something will or
will not happen in the near future.
Examples:
•
•
•
•

I am meeting some friends after work.
I am not going to the party tonight.
Is he visiting his parents next weekend?
Isn't he coming with us tonight?

USE 4 Repetition and Irritation with "Always"

The present continuous with words such as "always" or "constantly" expresses the
idea that something irritating or shocking often happens. Notice that the meaning is
like simple present, but with negative emotion. Remember to put the words "always"
or "constantly" between "be" and "verb+ing."
Examples:
•
•
•

She is always coming to class late.
He is constantly talking. I wish he would shut up.
I don't like them because they are always complaining.

Present continuous or Present
simple?
REMEMBER!
We use the Present simple for actions which are generally or usually true.
I speak four languages

We use the Present continuous for actions which are in progress now or
around now.
Who is she speaking to?
1. We usually use the Present simple with phrases like always, never,
every day, usually, normally.
2. We usually use the Present continuous with phrases like now, at the
moment, today, right now.

Present continuous for future
arrangements
1. We use the present continuous to talk about what we have arranged to
do in the future.
A: What are you doing next weekend? (=what have you arranged?)
B: I’m taking my son to the zoo on Saturday, then I’m cooking lunch
for some friends on Sunday. (=I’ve arranged to do this)
2.When we use the Present continuous like this, we either give a future
time (for example, this weekend) or we know from the situation that we
are talking about the future.
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THE COMPARATIVE AND THE
SUPERLATIVE
COMPARATIVE ADJECTIVES
Comparative adjectives are used to compare differences between the two objects they modify (larger,
smaller, faster, higher). They are used in sentences where two nouns are compared, in this pattern:
Noun (subject) + verb + comparative adjective + than + noun (object).
The second item of comparison can be omitted if it is clear from the context (final example below).

EXAMPLES
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

My house is larger than hers.
This box is smaller than the one I lost.
Your dog runs faster than Jim's dog.
The rock flew higher than the roof.
Jim and Jack are both my friends, but I like Jack better. ("than Jim" is understood)

SUPERLATIVE ADJECTIVES
Superlative adjectives are used to describe an object which is at the upper or lower limit of a quality
(the tallest, the smallest, the fastest, the highest). They are used in sentences where a subject is
compared to a group of objects.
Noun (subject) + verb + the + superlative adjective + noun (object).
The group that is being compared with can be omitted if it is clear from the context (final example
below).

EXAMPLES
▪
▪
▪
▪

My house is the largest one in our neighborhood.
This is the smallest box I've ever seen.
Your dog ran the fastest of any dog in the race.
We all threw our rocks at the same time. My rock flew the highest. ("of all the rocks" is
understood)

FORMING REGULAR COMPARATIVES AND
SUPERLATIVES
Forming comparatives and superlatives is easy. The form depends on the number of syllables in the
original adjective.

ONE SYLLABLE ADJECTIVES
Add -er for the comparative and -est for the superlative. If the adjective has a consonant + single
vowel + consonant spelling, the final consonant must be doubled before adding the ending.

Adjective

Comparative

Superlative

tall

taller

tallest

fat

fatter

fattest

big

bigger

biggest

sad

sadder

saddest

TWO SYLLABLES
Adjectives with two syllables can form the comparative either by adding -er or by preceeding the
adjective with more. These adjectives form the superlative either by adding -est or by preceeding the
adjective with most. In many cases, both forms are used, although one usage will be more common
than the other. If you are not sure whether a two-syllable adjective can take a comparative or
superlative ending, play it safe and use more and most instead. For adjectives ending in y, change
the y to an i before adding the ending.

Adjective

Comparative

Superlative

happy

happier

happiest

simple

simpler

simplest

busy

busier

busiest

tilted

more tilted

most tilted

Adjective

Comparative

Superlative

tangled

more tangled

most tangled

THREE OR MORE SYLLABLES
Adjectives with three or more syllables form the comparative by putting more in front of the adjective,
and the superlative by putting most in front.

Adjective

Comparative

Superlative

important

more important

most important

expensive

more expensive

most expensive

IRREGULAR COMPARATIVES AND SUPERLATIVES
These very common adjectives have completely irregular comparative and superlative forms.

Adjective

Comparative

Superlative

good

better

best

bad

worse

worst

little

less

least

much

more

most

far

further / farther

furthest / farthest

EXAMPLES
▪
▪
▪

Today is the worst day I've had in a long time.
You play tennis better than I do.
This is the least expensive sweater in the store.

▪
▪

This sweater is less expensive than that one.
I ran pretty far yesterday, but I ran even farther today.

Describing People
Age
If you’re old you might have a pension, so you’re an old age pensioner, or a senior
citizen. An old person might be 65 years old and over.
Before you’re old (around 55, for example) you can be middle-aged. If you have
children when you’re this age, they can be young adult (20-25 years of age)
or teenager. (13-19).
There are other words for younger children. For example, a toddler is around 1-3
years old, while a baby is from 0-12 months old.

Build
People are built in all shapes and sizes. There are those who
are fat and overweight. Some people are extremely overweight and are obese.
Other people are naturally slim, but others look have absolutely no fat on them and
are thin, or skinny.
Other words for describing people and build are:
stocky = small, but well-built
tall
short
lean = with very little fat
wiry = quite thin, but muscular
athletic
well-proportioned.
curvaceous (for a woman) / an hour-glass figure (Like an 1940’s film star!)
fit = healthy / active. To be fit you should take plenty of exercise.
flabby = when your muscles go soft

Colouring
You can describe someone as an English rose if they have fair hair and fair skin.
Someone with this complexion doesn’t tan easily and has to be careful in the sun.
You can also be blonde, with a fair complexion.
You are born with a colour – white or Caucasian, black or Asian. You can also
say person of colour (for example, a woman of colour, or a man of colour) to
describe anyone who is not white (but never use the word “coloured”). People whose
parents are of different ethnic origin are mixed-race. Southern Europeans are
sometimes described as Mediterranean.
Other words for describing skin colour:
freckles = small brown dots on your face and arms from the sun
dark-skinned = a dark complexion which allows you to tan easily

Face
Faces, like build, vary a lot. Some people have oval faces – their foreheads are
much wider than their chins. Other people have heart-shaped,
square or round faces.

Here’s some more vocabulary for describing features:
bushy eyebrows = lots of thick hair on your eyebrows
a hooked nose = a prominent nose (but not a wide nose)
high cheekbones = prominent cheekbones
a broad nose = opposite of a narrow nose
a snub nose = a nose which goes up at the end.
even or regular teeth = teeth which are straight
crooked teeth = you need to wear a brace to make them straight
rosy cheeks = red cheeks
dimples = when you get little hollows in your cheeks or next to your mouth when you
smile

Describing hair
long, curly hair
short, straight hair
fine hair = it doesn’t weigh very much, vs thick and heavy hair
wavy = between straight and curly
losing your hair / going bald = when men start to lose their hair
a receding hairline = when you lose your hair from your forehead
a red-head = with red hair
Here are some ways you can describe hair styles:
cut in a bob = a short hair style, where the hair comes down to your chin
a fringe = where it is cut horizontally across her forehead
a shaved head = where your hair is shaved off
a ponytail = where you tie (long) hair behind your head, so it falls down like a
horse’s tail
a Mohican = a punk style where your hair is shaved on the sides, but long and spiky
in the middle

Being tactful when you’re describing people
People can be sensitive about their body shape or age, so be careful when you’re
describing people. In particular, three words that can cause offense are “fat”, “thin”
and “old”.
Using “a bit” or “a little” before adjectives can make what you say sound more tactful.
For example, “He’s a little heavy” or “She’s a bit overweight” are less direct (and
more polite).
Here are some alternatives to fat, thin and old.
Alternatives to “fat”
overweight / heavy / plump / a bit chubby (chubby is especially used for children)
curvy /curvaceous (for women) / statuesque (i.e. tall and well-built)
well-built / a big man (for men)
Alternatives to “thin”
slim = no fat, but not skinny
slender / petite (especially for women)
wiry = without an inch of fat

Alternatives to “old”
a pensioner / elderly (75+) / a senior citizen
middle-aged (50 +)
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Intentions and wishes
Be going to + verb
Use this to talk about activities you planned before.
Remember to change “be” to the correct form for the subject:
I am going to play tennis tomorrow.
You are going to see your cousin next week.
He / She is going to get married in September.
We are going to have a party this weekend.
They are going to save up for a new car.
Question form
As with all verbs that use the verb “to be”, change the subject and the form of the
verb to make questions:
Am I going to…?
Are you going to…?
Is he / she going to…?
Are we going to…?
Are they going to…?
Short replies
Yes I am / No I’m not
Yes you are / No you aren’t (or No you’re not)
Yes he is / No he isn’t
Yes we are / No we aren’t (or No we’re not)
Yes they are / No they aren’t (or No they’re not)
Negative form
I am not going to leave my job.
You aren’t going to visit your cousin this week.
He / She isn’t going to get married.
We aren’t going to move house.
They aren’t going to study at university.

Present Continuous
We use the Present Continuous to talk about planned appointments and activities.
These are the types of activities that you write in your diary, for example. We often
give a time reference.
Very often, “be going to” and the Present Continuous can be used in the same
situations.
I’m visiting our new office in London this afternoon. (I’m going
to visit our new
office…)
You’re meeting the boss tomorrow. (You’re going to meet the boss…)
He / She is working from home next week. (He is going to work from home…)
We’re taking the train to Scotland. (We are going to take the train…)
They’re leaving later today. (They are going to leave…)

Be planning to / Be thinking of
You can use the verbs “plan” and “think” in the present continuous is to talk about
activities that aren’t 100% definite.
I’m planning to study abroad next year.
We’re thinking of getting a dog.
Remember: “be planning to” is followed by the verb; “be thinking of” is followed by a
gerund (ing form).

Review of “will”
We can use “will” to talk about the future and make predictions.
For example:
“We won’t have enough money to buy a new house this year.”
“I think he’ll get a promotion next month.”
We can also use “will” to talk about decisions that we make at the time of speaking
(NOT decisions that we plan before):
“I’ll help you with your bags.” (at the moment you see someone with a heavy bag)
It is wrong to say “I’m going to help you with your bags” or “I’m helping you with your
bags” in this situation.

Will and won’t
We normally use WILL to speak about the future. It is always combined with another verb.
Since WILL is classified as a modal verb (like can, would, could, should) it has the same
characteristics:

1. It does not change in the third person (i.e. he, she, it)
2. It is always combined with another verb in the base form (i.e. without 'to')
3. We don't use it with 'Do' in questions or negatives.
Examples of Will:
•
•
•
•

I will go to the cinema tonight.
He will play tennis tomorrow.
She will be happy with her exam results.
They will take the bus to the South next week.

When to use WILL
We use WILL in the following circumstances:
1. For things that we decide to do now. (Rapid Decisions)
This is when you make a decision at that moment, in a spontaneous way.
•
•
•

I'll call a taxi for you.
I think we'll go right now. (I just decided this right now)
Which one? Um, I will have the chicken sandwich please.

2. When we think or believe something about the future. (Prediction)
This can be based on personal judgement or opinion.
•
•
•

The President will not be re-elected at the next election.
I think it will rain later so take an umbrella with you.
I think you will find the movie interesting.

Notice how you often use "I think..." before the subject + will.
3. To make an offer, a promise or a threat.
•
•
•
•
•
•

You look tired. I'll finish the dishes for you.
I will do my best to help you.
If you say anything I will kill you!
I will have it ready by tomorrow.
I'll drive you to work if you want.
Don't worry, I won't tell anyone. (won't = will not)

4. For a habit that is a predictable behaviour
•
•

My daughter will fall asleep as soon as she is put into bed.
He will give up if he starts losing. He always does that.

5. You use WON'T when someone refuses to do something.
•
•

I told him to clean his room but he won't do it.
She won't listen to anything I say.

Negative Sentences with WILL
In the negative, we add NOT to the end of WILL and not to the main verb. (= will not)
Examples:
•
•

I will not be in the office tomorrow. (correct)
I will be not in the office tomorrow. (Incorrect)
They will not stay here. (correct)
They will stay not here. (Incorrect)

Contractions
It is possible to use contractions in both positive and negative sentences.
With positive contractions WILL becomes 'LL and is joined to the subject:
Positive
Contraction
I will

I'll

You will

you'll

He will

he'll

She will

she'll

It will

it'll

We will

we'll

You will

you'll

They will they'll

With negative contractions, will not becomes won't:
Negative
Contraction

I will not

I won't

You will not

you won't

He will not

he won't

She will not

she won't

It will not

it won't

We will not

we won't

You will not

you won't

They will not they won't

Questions
To form a question using WILL, we reverse the order of the subject and WILL:
Affirmative

Question

He

will

be

Subject WILL

Verb

Will

he

be

WILL

Subject Verb

here tomorrow.

here tomorrow?

Examples:
Will they win the cup?
- Yes, they will.
- No, they won't.
Will you tell him the truth?
- Yes, I will.
- No, I won't.
Will she get angry?
- Yes, she will.
- No, she won't.
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Present perfect
The present perfect is formed from the present tense of the
verb have and the past participle of a verb.
We use the present perfect:
•

for something that started in the past and continues in the present:

They've been married for nearly fifty years.
She has lived in Liverpool all her life.
•

when we are talking about our experience up to the present:

I've seen that film before.
I've played the guitar ever since I was a teenager.
He has written three books and he is working on another one.
We often use the adverb ever to talk about experience up to the present:
My last birthday was the worst day I have ever had.
and we use never for the negative form:
Have you ever met George?
Yes, but I've never met his wife.
•

for something that happened in the past but is important in the
present:
I can't get in the house. I've lost my keys.
Teresa isn't at home. I think she has gone shopping.

have been and have gone
We use have/has been when someone has gone to a place
and returned:
A: Where have you been?
B: I've just been out to the supermarket.
A: Have you ever been to San Francisco?
B: No, but I've been to Los Angeles.
But when someone has not returned, we use have/has gone:
A: Where's Maria? I haven't seen her for weeks.
B: She's gone to Paris for a week. She'll be back tomorrow.

Present perfect with time adverbials
We often use the present perfect with adverbials which refer to the
recent past:

recently

just

only just

Scientists have recently discovered a new breed of monkey.
We have just got back from our holidays.

or adverbials which include the present:
so far
until now
up to now
ever (in questions)
yet (in questions and negatives)
Have you ever seen a ghost?
Where have you been up to now?
A: Have you finished your homework yet?
B: No, so far I've only done my history.
After a clause with the present perfect we often use a
clause with since to show when something started in the past:
I've worked here since I left school.
I've been watching that programme every week since it started.

Be careful!

We do not use the present perfect with adverbials which refer to a finished past
time:

yesterday

last week/month/year

in 2017

when I was younger

etc.

I have seen that film yesterday.
We have just bought a new car last week.
When we were children we have been to California.
but we can use the present perfect with adverbials which refer to a time which
is not yet finished:

today

this week/month/year

Have you seen Helen today?
We have bought a new car this week.

now that I am 18

etc.

Present perfect continuous
The present perfect continuous is formed with have/has been and
the -ing form of the verb.
We normally use the present perfect continuous to emphasise that
something is still continuing in the present:
She has been living in Liverpool all her life.
It's been raining for hours.
I'm tired out. I've been working all day.
They have been staying with us since last week.
We do not normally use the present perfect continuous with stative
verbs. We use the present perfect simple instead:
I've always been liking liked John.

Present perfect for future
We normally use the present simple to talk about the future in clauses
with before, after, until, etc.:
I'll keep looking until I find my book.
We'll begin when everyone arrives.
but we can also use the present perfect:
I'll keep looking until I have found my book.
We'll begin when everyone has arrived.

Present perfect and Past simple
with other time words
1. Time phrases with the Past simple
We use the Past simple to talk about actions or states which are finished.
We often use the following time words:
A. days, dates, times, years. In 2002 yesterday
B. last and ago
Last year five years ago
C. questions and statements with when
When I was ten years old
2. Time phrases with the Present perfect

A. Often, there is no time phrase with the Present perfect. We do not
know exactly when the action happened.
She’s lived in Italy, Egypt and France.
B. When we used time words with the Present perfect, they do not give a
definite time.
She’s just had her fist baby. (=a short time ago)
It’s already sold a million copies. (=before now/before expected)
I haven’t finished yet. (=before now: only in questions and negatives)
He’s never been abroad. (=not at any time)
C. We also use the Present perfect with time phrases that refer to a time
that is still in progress.
I haven’t seen him this morning. (=this morning isn’t finished)
Barbara has done very well so far. (=up to now)
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Using Articles
What is an article? Basically, an article is an adjective. Like adjectives, articles
modify nouns.
English has two articles: the and a/an. The is used to refer to specific or particular
nouns; a/an is used to modify non-specific or non-particular nouns. We
call the the definite article and a/an the indefinite article.
the = definite article
a/an = indefinite article
For example, if I say, "Let's read the book," I mean a specific book. If I say, "Let's
read a book," I mean any book rather than a specific book.
Here's another way to explain it: The is used to refer to
a specific or particular member of a group. For example, "I just saw the most popular
movie of the year." There are many movies, but only one particular movie is the most
popular. Therefore, we use the.
"A/an" is used to refer to a non-specific or non-particular member of the group. For
example, "I would like to go see a movie." Here, we're not talking about
a specific movie. We're talking about any movie. There are many movies, and I want
to see any movie. I don't have a specific one in mind.
Let's look at each kind of article a little more closely.

Indefinite Articles: a and an
"A" and "an" signal that the noun modified is indefinite, referring to any member of a
group. For example:
•
•
•

"My daughter really wants a dog for Christmas." This refers to any dog. We don't
know which dog because we haven't found the dog yet.
"Somebody call a policeman!" This refers to any policeman. We don't need a specific
policeman; we need any policeman who is available.
"When I was at the zoo, I saw an elephant!" Here, we're talking about a single, nonspecific thing, in this case an elephant. There are probably several elephants at the
zoo, but there's only one we're talking about here.

Remember, using a or an depends on the sound that
begins the next word. So...
•
•
•
•
•

a + singular noun beginning with a consonant: a boy; a car; a bike; a zoo; a dog
an + singular noun beginning with a
vowel: an elephant; an egg; an apple; an idiot; an orphan
a + singular noun beginning with a consonant sound: a user (sounds like 'yoo-zer,'
i.e. begins with a consonant 'y' sound, so 'a' is used); a university; a unicycle
an + nouns starting with silent "h": an hour
a + nouns starting with a pronounced "h": a horse
o

In some cases where "h" is pronounced, such as "historical," you can use an.
However, a is more commonly used and preferred.

If the noun is modified by an adjective, the choice between a and an depends on the
initial sound of the adjective that immediately follows the article:
•
•
•

a broken egg
an unusual problem
a European country (sounds like 'yer-o-pi-an,' i.e. begins with consonant 'y' sound)

Remember, too, that in English, the indefinite articles are used to indicate
membership in a group:
•
•
•

I am a teacher. (I am a member of a large group known as teachers.)
Brian is an Irishman. (Brian is a member of the people known as Irish.)
Seiko is a practicing Buddhist. (Seiko is a member of the group of people known as
Buddhists.)

Definite Article: the
The definite article is used before singular and plural nouns when the noun is
specific or particular. The signals that the noun is definite, that it refers to a particular
member of a group. For example:
"The dog that bit me ran away." Here, we're talking about a specific dog, the dog that
bit me.
"I was happy to see the policeman who saved my cat!" Here, we're talking about
a particular policeman. Even if we don't know the policeman's name, it's still a
particular policeman because it is the one who saved the cat.
"I saw the elephant at the zoo." Here, we're talking about a specific noun. Probably
there is only one elephant at the zoo.

Count and Noncount Nouns
The can be used with noncount nouns, or the article can be omitted entirely.
•
•

"I love to sail over the water" (some specific body of water) or "I love to sail over
water" (any water).
"He spilled the milk all over the floor" (some specific milk, perhaps the milk you
bought earlier that day) or "He spilled milk all over the floor" (any milk).

"A/an" can be used only with count nouns.

•
•

"I need a bottle of water."
"I need a new glass of milk."

Most of the time, you can't say, "She wants a water," unless you're implying, say, a
bottle of water.

Geographical use of the
There are some specific rules for using the with geographical nouns.
Do not use the before:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

names of most countries/territories: Italy, Mexico, Bolivia;
however, the Netherlands, the Dominican Republic, the Philippines, the United
States
names of cities, towns, or states: Seoul, Manitoba, Miami
names of streets: Washington Blvd., Main St.
names of lakes and bays: Lake Titicaca, Lake Erie except with a group of lakes
like the Great Lakes
names of mountains: Mount Everest, Mount Fuji except with ranges of mountains
like the Andes or the Rockies or unusual names like the Matterhorn
names of continents (Asia, Europe)
names of islands (Easter Island, Maui, Key West) except with island chains
like the Aleutians, the Hebrides, or the Canary Islands

Do use the before:
•
•
•
•

names of rivers, oceans and seas: the Nile, the Pacific
points on the globe: the Equator, the North Pole
geographical areas: the Middle East, the West
deserts, forests, gulfs, and peninsulas: the Sahara, the Persian Gulf, the Black
Forest, the Iberian Peninsula

quantifiers with countable and
uncountable nouns
What are quantifiers?
A quantifier is a word or phrase which is used before a noun to indicate the
amount or quantity:
'Some', 'many', 'a lot of' and 'a few' are examples of quantifiers.
Quantifiers can be used with both countable and uncountable nouns

Countable and uncountable nouns
You will learn about countable and uncountable nouns. but before you
continue the lesson, look at the following chart and study the nouns.

Countable Uncountable
books

money

friends

meat

teachers

juice

tables

milk

Countable nouns (count nouns):

Countable nouns have a singular and a plural form. In plural, these nouns can
be used with a number- they can be counted. (That's why they are called
"countable nouns").
Example:
1 friend, 2 friends, 3 friends...
1 book, 2 books, 3 books...
Countable nouns take many.
Example:
100 friends – many friends
Uncountable nouns (uncount / non-count nouns):

Uncountable nouns can only be used in singular. These nouns cannot be
used with a number- they can't be counted. (That's why they are called
"uncountable nouns").
Examples:
I have a lot of money. (Not 1000 money)
I drink a lot of milk. (Not 5 milk)
Uncountable nouns take much.
Example:
100 money – much money
Quantifiers can be used with both countable and uncountable nouns
Examples:

There are some books on the desk
He's got only a few dollars.
How much money have you got?
There is a large quantity of fish in this river.
He's got more friends than his sister.

Examples of quantifiers
With Uncountable Nouns
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

much
a little/little/very little *
a bit (of)
a great deal of
a large amount of
a large quantity of

With Both
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

all
enough
more/most
less/least
no/none
not any
some
any
a lot of
lots of
plenty of

With Countable Nouns
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

many
a few/few/very few **
a number (of)
several
a large number of
a great number of
a majority of

little, very little mean that there is not enough of something.
a little means that there is not a lot of something, but there is enough
few, very few mean that there is not enough of something.
a few means that there is not a lot of something, but there is enough.
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may, might, probably, definitely
1 will definitely
We use this phrase when we are sure something will happen.
We will definitely be out tomorrow evening.
The negative of this phrase is definitely won’t.
2 will probably
We use this phrase when we are fairly sur something will happen.
We will probably be out tomorrow evening.
The negative of this phrase is probably won’t.
3 may/might
We use these verbs to say that it’s possible something will happen.
We may/might be out tomorrow evening.
The negative of these verbs is may/might not.
I may not/might not be able to see you.

present tense after if when
before and other time words
The time expressions after, before and when are used to indicate when
something happens in the past, present or future. Each is a subordinating
conjunction which introduces a dependent clause and can be used at the
beginning or in the middle of a sentence.
•
•
•

I went to school after I had finished my homework.
She takes the train when she travels to London.
Mary finished the report before she made the presentation.

•

After we have discussed the issue, we can make a decision.
When we get up, we take a shower.
Before we left, we visited our friends in Seattle.

or
•
•

After, before and when introduce a full clause and require a subject and verb.
Therefore, the time expressions after, before and when introduce adverb
clauses.

After
The action in the main clause occurs after what occurs in the time clause with
after. Notice the use of tenses:
Future: What will happen after something occurs.

Time clause: present simple
Main clause: future
•
•

We'll discuss the plans after he gives the presentation.
Jack is going to propose to Jane after they have dinner on Friday!

Present: What always happens after something else occurs.

Time clause: present simple
Main clause: present simple
•
•

Alison checks her mail after she gets home.
David plays golf after he mows the lawn on Saturdays.

Past: What happened after something (had) occurred.

Time clause: past simple or past perfect
Main clause: past simple
•
•

They ordered 100 units after Tom (had) approved the estimate.
Mary purchased a new car after she (had) researched all her options.

Before
The action in the main clause happens before the action described in the time
clause with 'before'. Notice the use of tenses:
Future: What will happen before something else occurs in the future.

Time clause: present simple
Main clause: future
•
•

Before he completes the report, he will check all the facts.
Jennifer will speak with Jack before she makes a decision.

Present: What happens before something else occurs on a regular basis.

Time clause: present simple
Main clause: present simple
•
•

I take a shower before I go to work.
Doug exercises every evening before he eats dinner.

Past: What (had) happened before something else occurred at a point of time

in the past.
Time clause: past simple
Main clause: past simple or past perfect
•
•

She had already eaten before he arrived for the meeting.
They finished the discussion before he changed his mind.

When
The action in the main clause happens when something else occurs. Notice
that 'when' can indicate different times depending on the tenses used.
However, 'when' generally indicates that something happens after, as soon as,
upon something else occurring. In other words, it happens just after
something else occurs. Notice the use of tenses:
Future: What happens when something else occurs in the future.

Time clause: present simple
Main clause: future
•
•

We'll go out to lunch when he comes to visit me. (general time)
Francis will give me a call when he gets the confirmation. (after in a general sense it could be immediately, or later)

Present: What always happens when something else occurs.

Time clause: present simple
Main clause: present simple
•
•

We discuss the bookkeeping when she comes every month.
Susan plays golf when he friend Mary is in town.

Past: What happened when something else (had) occurred. The past tense of

'when' can indicate that something happened regularly or one specific time in
the past.
Time clause: past simple
Main clause: past simple

•
•

She took the train to Pisa when he came to visit her in Italy. (once, or on a regular
basis)
They had a great time seeing the sights when they went to New York.
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Used to
We use used to when we refer to things in the past which are no longer true. It can
refer to repeated actions or to a state or situation:
He used to play football for the local team, but he’s too old now.
That white house over there used to belong to my family. (It belonged to my family
in the past, but not any more.)
Warning:

In statements, the form used to does not change. We do not use the verb be before
it. It always refers to past time:
We used to go to the seaside every summer when I was a kid.
Not: We are used to go … or We use to go … or We were used to go …
Negative: didn’t use to
The negative of used to is most commonly didn’t use(d) to. Sometimes we write it
with a final -d, sometimes not. Both forms are common, but many people consider
the form with the final -d to be incorrect, and you should not use it in exams:
It didn’t use to be so crowded in the shops as it is nowadays.
I didn’t used to like broccoli when I was younger, but I love it now. (Don’t use this
form in exams.)
In very formal styles, we can use the negative form used not to:
She used not to live as poorly as she does now.
Tags
We normally make tags after used to with auxiliary did:
He used to be your boss, did he?
We used to love going to the museum, didn’t we?

Used to or would?
We can use used to or would to talk about people’s habits in the past. When we use
them both together, used to most commonly comes first, as it sets the scene for the
actions being reported:
When we were kids, we used to invent amazing games. We would imagine we
were the government and we would make crazy laws that everyone had to obey.
Used to, but not would, can describe a state or situation which is no longer true:
We used to live in Manchester.
Not: We would live in Manchester.
‘The Townhouse’ used to be a Greek restaurant. It’s Italian now.
Not: ‘The Townhouse’ would be a Greek restaurant …

Used to or be used to?
Used to refers to actions and situations in the past which no longer happen or are no
longer true. It always refers to the past:
She used to sing in a choir, but she gave it up. (She sang, but she doesn’t sing any
more)
Be used to means ‘be accustomed to’ or ‘be familiar with’. It can refer to the past,
present or future. We follow be used to with a noun phrase, a pronoun or the ing form of a verb:
I work in a hospital, so I’m used to long hours. (I am accustomed to/familiar with
long hours.)
She lives in a very small village and hates traffic. She’s not used to it.
He was a salesman, so he was used to travelling up and down the country. (He was
accustomed to/was familiar with travelling.)
We can also say get used to or (more formally) become used to:
University is very different from school, but don’t worry. You’ll
soon get used to it. (or, more formally, You’ll soon become used to it.)

Questions
The most common form of question is auxiliary did + use(d) to. Many people
consider the form with a final -d to be incorrect, and you should not use it in exams:
I think we met once, a couple of years ago. Did you use to work with Kevin Harris?
Didn’t she used to live in the same street as us? (Don’t use this form in written
exams.)

Emphatic did
We can use the emphatic auxiliary did with used to:
We never used to mix very much with the neighbours, but we did used to say hello
to them in the street. (Don’t use this form in written exams.)

Past continuous
The past continuous is made from the past tense of the verb be and
the –ing form of a verb:
I was
You were
He was
She was
It was
We were
You were
They were

working
playing
living
talking
etc.

We use the past continuous to talk about the past:
•

for something which happened before and after another action:
The children were doing their homework when I got home.
Compare: The children did their homework when (= after) I got home.
This use of the past continuous is very common at the beginning of a
story:
The other day I was waiting for a bus when …
Last week, as I was driving to work, …

•

for something that happened before and after a specific time:
It was eight o'clock. I was writing a letter.
Compare: At eight o'clock I wrote (= started writing) some letters.

•

to show that something continued for some time:
My head was aching.
Everyone was shouting.

•

for something that happened again and again:

I was practising every day, three times a day.
They were meeting secretly after school.
They were always quarrelling.
•

with verbs which show change or growth:
The children were growing up quickly.
Her English was improving.
My hair was going grey.
The town was changing quickly.
We do not normally use the past continuous with stative verbs. We use
the past simple instead:
When I got home, I really needed (NOT was needing) a shower.
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Gerunds (-ing forms) after verbs
of liking and disliking
Common verbs followed by the -ing form are:
•

verbs of liking and disliking:

detest

dislike

enjoy

fancy

I love swimming but I hate jogging.
They always enjoyed visiting their friends.
•

phrases with mind:
wouldn't mind (= would like)
don't mind (= I am willing to)
would you mind (= will you please …?)
I wouldn't mind having some fish and chips.
I don't mind waiting for a few minutes.
Would you mind holding this for me?

•

verbs of saying and thinking:

hate

like

love

admit

consider

deny

imagine

remember

suggest

Our leader suggested waiting until the storm was over.
Everyone denied seeing the accident.
•

others:

avoid

begin

finish

keep

miss

practise

risk

start

stop

I haven't finished writing this letter.
Let's practise speaking English.

verb + noun + -ing form
Some verbs are followed by a noun and the -ing form:
•

verbs of the senses:

see

hear

listen to

smell

watch

etc.

We saw everybody running away.
I could hear someone singing.
•

others:

catch

find

imagine

leave

prevent

stop

I caught someone trying to break in to my house.
We couldn’t prevent them getting away.
Many of the verbs above are sometimes followed by a passive form of ing (being + past participle):
I don't like being interrupted.
Our dog loves being stroked under the chin

Like doing and would like to do
1 We use like to talk about things that we enjoy.

My little brother likes horror films.
If we put another verb after like, we use the –ing form.
I like staying in bed late.
beach.

He doesn’t like lying on the

2 We use would like to talk about thing we want. I would
like is more polite than I want.
I’d like a new tennis racket for my birthday.
If we put verb after would like, we use the infinitive with to.
I’d like to speak to the manager, please.

Remember!
We often use Would you like…? for an after.
Would you like some coffee?
Notice that the answer is:
Yes, please. Or Yes, I’d love to. ( not Yes I’d like or Yes I’d
love)

3 Other verbs with gerunds/infinitives follow a similar pattern.
A Verbs which express general likes/dislikes take the –ing
form.
She loves horse-riding.
B Verbs that express particular wishes for the future take the
infinitive form.
I’d love to come with you.
She hopes to do a course in computer science.
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Present simple passive
Passive Voice: Present Simple
English has two voices: active and passive. The active voice is used when
the subject of the sentence does the action. In the example, A is the
subject and B is the object.
For example: My mom sings that song.
AB
The passive voice is used when we focus on the object of the sentence. In
the example, B becomes the subject.
For example: That song is sung by my mom.
BA
When it is important to know who does the action, we use by. The noun
that follows by is called the “agent.” My mom was the subject in the active
sentence, but it becomes the agent in the passive sentence.
Sometimes, when the agent is unknown, or unimportant to the meaning of
the sentence, we do not use by.
For example: This sweater is made in China.
We form the passive with be + past participle (3rd form of the verb).
In the present simple, the passive is: am / is / are + past participle (3rd form
of the verb).
Remember!
1. The past participle always stays the same. Only the form
of be changes.
2. The subject and verb must always agree in number.
3.

Subject

Verb

Object

Active

The teachers

help

the new student.

Passive

The new student

is helped

by the teacher.

Active

The teachers

help

the new students.

Passive

The new students

are helped

by the teachers.

Negative and Questions
Notice that the helping verb in passive sentences is always a form of the
verb be.
Active

Passive

Affirmative

Ben walks the dog.
They make cookies here.

The dog is walked by Ben.
Cookies are made here.

Negative

Ben doesn't walk the cat.

The cat isn't walked by
Ben.
Sandwiches aren't
made here.

They don't make sandwiches
here.
Question

Does Ben walk the rabbit?
How do they make the
cookies?

Is the rabbit walked (by
Ben)?
How are the
cookies made?

Remember!
The passive voice is often used:
1. When we talk about art, science, or literature.
For example: The scientific method is used for experiments.
2. To explain directions and instructions.
For example: Baseball is played with nine players on the team.
3. In news reports and academic writing.
For example: The environment is studied by many scientists.

Past simple passive
We form the Past simple passive with the subject + was/were + past participle.

Positive Form

Negative Form
I/he/she/it/wasn’t seen

I/he/she/it was seen
You/we/they were seen

Question Form
was I/he/she/it seen?

you/we/they/weren’t seen were you/we/they seen?

1 As with the Present simple passive, we use the past simple passive when the
action is more important than the person who did it.
2 The past simple passive is common when we are speaking formally or in
written reports.
We were told to report to the police station as soon as passible. More than
thirty people were injured in the explosion.
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Present perfect continuous with how
long, for and since
Positive Form

Negative Form

Question Form

I/you/we/

I/you/we/they haven’t

(How long) Have I/

they’ve/been
working

been working

you/we/they been

He/she/it’s/

He/she/it hasn’t been

(how long) has he/

been working

working

she/it/ been
working?

working?

1 We use the Present prefect continuous to talk about actions that
started in the past and continue to the present.

She’s been working as a doctor for 40 years.

40 years ago

now

2 We use for and since to talk about periods of time from the past to the
present.
A We use for tot talk about periods of time. It answers questions with how
long.
For forty years

for five hours

for six months

for a minute

For 500 years

He’s been teaching for ten years.

10 years ago

now

B We use since to talk about points of time. It answers questions with
how long.
Since 1965

since last year

Since six o’clock

since October

since 2004

since Tuesday

Since1996

now

REMEMBER!
We do not use a present tense to talk about actions that
started in the past and continue into the present.
I am learning English since last year.

3 The following phrases often occur with the Present perfect
continuous but do not need for or since.
All day

all my life

all morning

all month

all week

Present perfect continuous and
Present Perfect simple.
1 In many cases, we can use the Present perfect simple and
the present perfect continuous with for and since with no real
difference in meaning.
I’ve been living in this house for over a year.
I’ve lived in this house for over a year.
2 But if a verb describes a state (for example, like, love, be,
have, see, know), we cannot use the continuous form.
They have been knowing each other for more than fifty years.

Module-14

Past perfect
Grammar explanation

Time up to a point in the past
We use the past perfect simple (had + past participle) to talk about time up to a
certain point in the past.
She'd published her first poem by the time she was eight.
We'd finished all the water before we were halfway up the mountain.
Had the parcel arrived when you called yesterday?

Past perfect for the earlier of two past actions
We can use the past perfect to show the order of two past events. The past perfect
shows the earlier action and the past simple shows the later action.
When the police arrived, the thief had escaped.
It doesn't matter in which order we say the two events. The following sentence has
the same meaning.
The thief had escaped when the police arrived.
Note that if there's only a single event, we don't use the past perfect, even if it
happened a long time ago.
The Romans spoke Latin. (NOT The Romans had spoken Latin.)

Past perfect with before
We can also use the past perfect followed by before to show that an action was not
done or was incomplete when the past simple action happened.
They left before I'd spoken to them.
Sadly, the author died before he'd finished the series.

Adverbs
We often use the adverbs already (= 'before the specified time'), still (= as
previously), just (= 'a very short time before the specified time'), ever (= 'at any
time before the specified time') or never (= 'at no time before the specified time')
with the past perfect.

I called his office but he'd already left.
It still hadn't rained at the beginning of May.
I went to visit her when she'd just moved to Berlin.
It was the most beautiful photo I'd ever seen.
Had you ever visited London when you moved there?
I'd never met anyone from California before I met Jim.

Past time words: already, just
and never… before
Already and just
1 If we want to emphasise that something happened before a
particular time, we use already.
When we got there, the film had already stared.
2 If we want to emphasise that something happened only a
short time before we use just.
Unfortunately, the train had just left when we got to the
station.
3 Notice the position of already and just: between the auxiliary
verb had the past participle.
Never…before
If we want to say that it was the first time something happened
or someone did something, we can use the Past perfect with
never…before.

Module-15

Conditional sentences with would
If I have enough money, I will go to Japan.
conditional clause
main clause
I will go to Japan, if I have enough money
main clause
conditional clause

First, Second, and Third Conditional
If I have enough money, I will go to Japan.
1. First conditional:
2. Second
conditional:

If I had enough money, I would go to Japan.

3. Third conditional:

If I had had enough money, I would have gone to
Japan.

Conditional clause
1. If + Present Tense

Main clause
will + inf / present tense / imperative

a. If you help me with the dishes (if + pres),
I will help you with your homework. (will + inf)
b. If the sum of the digits of a number is divisible by three,
the number is divisible by three (Pres. tense)
c. If you see Mr Fox tonight, tell him I am ill. (imperative).
2. If + Past Tense

would + inf

3. If + Past Perfect Tense

would have + past participle

We do not normally use will or would in the conditional clause,
only in the main clause.
Uses of the Conditional
1. First conditional
a. Nature: Open condition, what is said in the condition is
possible.
b. Time: This condition refers either to present or to future
time.
e.g. If he is late, we will have to go without him.
If my mother knows about this, we are in serious trouble.

2. Second conditional

a. Nature: unreal (impossible) or improbable situations.
b. Time: present; the TENSE is past, but we are talking
about the present, now.
e.g. If I knew her name, I would tell you.
If I were you, I would tell my father.
Compare: If I become president, I will change the social
security system. (Said by a presidential candidate)
If I became president, I would change the social security
system. (Said by a schoolboy: improbable)
If we win this match, we are qualified for the semifinals.
If I won a million pounds, I would stop teaching.
(improbable)

3. Third conditional
a. Nature: unreal
b. Time: Past (so we are talking about a situation that
was not so in the past.)
e.g. If you had warned me, I would not have told your
father about that party.(But you didn't, and I have).
Remember!
1. The conditional construction does not normally use will or would in ifclauses. EXCEPTION: If will or would express willingness, as in requests,
they can be used in if-clauses.
e.g. If you will come this way, the manager will see you now.
I would be grateful if you would give me a little help.
(= ± please, come this way; please, give me...)
2. For the second conditional, were replaces was:
If I were a rich man...
3. After if, we can either use "some(-one, -where...)" or "any(-one, where...).
If I have some spare time next weekend....or :
If I have any spare time...
4. Instead of if not, we can use unless.
e.g. I'll be back tomorrow unless there is a plane strike.
He'll accept the job unless the salary is too low.

5.There is a "mixed type" as well, for the present results of an unreal
condition in the past:
If + Past Perfect - would + inf.
If you had warned me [then], I would not be in prison [now].

Will and would
We use will:
•

to express beliefs about the present or future

•

to talk about what people want to do or are willing to do

•

to make promises, offers and requests.

would is the past tense form of will. Because it is a past tense, it is used:
•

to talk about the past

•

to talk about hypotheses (when we imagine something)

•

for politeness.

Beliefs
We use will to express beliefs about the present or future:
John will be in his office. (present)
We'll be late. (future)
We will have to take the train. (future)
We use would as the past of will, to describe past beliefs about the
future:
I thought we would be late, so we would have to take the train.

Willingness
We use will:
•

to talk about what people want to do or are willing to do:

We'll see you tomorrow.
Perhaps Dad will lend me the car.
•

to talk about typical behaviour, things that we often do (because we are
willing to do them):

We always spend our holidays at our favourite hotel at the seaside. We'll
get up early every morning and have a quick breakfast then we'll
go across the road to the beach.
We use would as the past tense of will:
•

to talk about what people wanted to do or were willing to do in the past:

We had a terrible night. The baby wouldn't go to sleep.
Dad wouldn't lend me the car, so we had to take the train.
•

to talk about typical behaviour, things that we often did (because we were
willing to do them) in the past:

When they were children they used to spend their holidays at their
grandmother's at the seaside. They'd get up early every morning and
have a quick breakfast. Then they'd run across the road to the beach.

Promises, offers and requests
We use I will or We will to make promises and offers:
I'll give you a lift home after the party.
We'll come and see you next week.
We use Will you … ? or Would you … ? to make requests:
Will you carry this for me, please?
Would you please be quiet?

